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NEW YORK WRITER KICKS OFF UM FALL READING SERIES 
MISSOULA —
A prize-winning New York writer who doubles as a geophysical engineer will kick off a 
fall reading series at The University of Montana—Missoula Friday, Oct. 4.
George Saunders, whose novella "Bounty" appeared in Harpers and won a prize, will read 
from his works at 8 p.m. in Room 106 of the Gallagher Business Building. His is the first of five 
free, public readings sponsored this fall by UM’s English department.
Saunders’ fiction also includes "CivilWarLand in Bad Decline," a collection of "weird but 
funny" short stories that have been compared to work by Mark Twain, Jonathan Swift, Kurt 
Vonnegut and George Orwell. Reviewer Tobias Wolff called Saunders "a writer of arresting 
brilliance and originality with a sure sense of his material and apparently inexhaustible resources of 
voice."
Other programs in the fall reading series are
■  Poet and essayist Stephen Dunn, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16, Gallagher Business 
Building 122.
■  Novelist and short story writer Kevin Canty, 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, Freddy’s Feed 
and Read.
■  Second annual Merriam/Hugo reading featuring Janisse Ray and Gerri Jardine, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 1, Gallagher Business Building 122. Ray won the 1996 Merriam Frontier Award,
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Jardine the 1996-97 Hugo Scholarship.
■  Poet Patricia Goedicke, 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 15, Gallagher Business Building 122.
m
Contact: Kate Gadbow, English assistant professor, 243-2029.
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